Support ideas for new speakers of English
· GIVE SUPPORT IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE. Match the new speaker with a child of similar age/gender if possible to talk in his/her own language. Interpreting what the teacher is saying, explaining school rules and procedures and general chat is all useful. A bilingual dictionary may be useful if the new speaker is literate in his/her first language.
· A SILENT PERIOD IS NORMAL. Allow the child to listen and observe without expecting a response. 
· COMMUNICATE IN ANY WAY YOU CAN. Use gesture, pointing, facial expression, pictures, sounds and anything else you can think of to understand each other. Picture dictionaries are great, and a smile is a universal language.
· SPEAK SLOWLY AND CLEARLY in short sentences or phrases. Repeat and rephrase often.
· ALLOW ‘WAIT TIME’. New speakers need considerably more time than native speakers before responding and are hesitant to initiate speaking. [Wait for the time it takes to count to 6 slowly]
· SHOW INTEREST IN THE NEW SPEAKER’S HOME COUNTRY & CULTURE. Allow the new speaker to show you pictures of their country from books in the library, Encarta and children’s Encarta. Look at the items in their ethnic box together. See “New to New Zealand” [Resource room] to learn basic information about the new speaker’s country. Encourage the new speaker to take out bilingual books from the library.

VOCABULARY FOCUS








Vocabulary taught should include words for basic concepts, for example, personal details, health, body, family, time, colours, shapes, numbers, objects around home, school, environment, actions, core concepts [such as big, little], and core content vocabulary for curriculum learning [for example, animal, plant, Earth, poem, write, count].


The choice of which words to teach will depend on the age and needs of the learners and on what their age-level peers are learning. 


Topic choices should also include culturally familiar texts and contexts to help bridge learners to the new contexts.





Taken from the English Language Learning Framework: draft.[Ministry of Education, 2005]








